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Bringing kids, and
community together

£ ALICE GIFFORD

OVER 1000 students poured
into Albury-Wodonga
sportsgrounds this week, as
Boys to the Bush hosted its
first annual community en-
gagement days.

The twao full-day programs
of dancing, cultural activ-
ities, sports competitions,
wellbeing and bush skills
ran in spite of rain at Willow
Park, Wodonga and Laving-
ton Sports Ground.

Boys to the Bush co-
founder and CEO Adam
DeMamiel, who had earlier
judged a swag building com-
petition, said the purpose of
the day was (o connect kids
with community,

"It brings kids together, it
brings the community to-
gether," Mr DeMamiel said

"It gives them the oppaor-
tunity to explore different
sports, 10 E‘-X[JIDI'{‘! some
cultural activities, and ex-
perience some Boys to the
Bush-specific activities too.”

Borm in Albury in 2017,
Boys to the Bush has offices
across the state, most recent-
ly opening in Wangaratta.

Though cngagement
through schools is not new to
the organisation, the scale of
these rwo engagement days
was significant.

Event coordinator Dean Whymark and councilor Steve Bowen join year five and six students for a dance party on day
two of the Boys to the Bush engagement days held at Lavington Sports Ground. Picture by James Wiltshire

"We want to display who
we are and offer our exper-
tise, We're really good art
bringing the community to-
gether," Mr DeMamiel said.

"We have another one in
two weeks in Wagpa, which is
a community that is keen to
have us establish ourselves
over there.”

Sports stations were oper-
ated by AFL Riverina, Cricket
NSW, Bugby League South
West and Foothall Victoria.

Harley Gurr, 12, from Trin-

ity Anglican College, said his
first experience with Boys to
the Bush had been a chance
to catch up with former
classmates whom he hadn't
seen since changing schools,

He said his favourite sec-
tion of the day was the D]
tent, where Albury council-
lor Steve Bowen had been
facilitating large-scale inter-
school hoedown to a dinning
Cotton-Eye Joe.

"It has been really fun,”
Harley said. "The teachers

had a dancing competition.
Itwas dance music and it felt
like a live concert.”

In its daily operation, Boys
to the Bush is a mentoring
organisation placing young
people in environments of
mateship, resilience and a
sense of belonging.

The organisation hosts
camps and outreach with
costs primarily covered by
participants.

Mr DeMamiel said other
funds raised by business

partnerships
participants recognise sup-
port in their community
from the signs displayed in
their windows.

"When you walk around
and see that every second
shop front has one of our
signs in the window, it is
bringing the community
together but, moreso, it is
giving kids reminders of all
the other people out there
who actually care” Mr
DeMamiel said.
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